Week 4: Content-based writing activity


This activity examines your comprehension of punctuation rules and your ability to correct errors in punctuation. It is a “Content-based” activity, since the topic (human development vs. testing) is relevant to the course.
1. Work in groups or with a partner.
2. Look at the “Sample Marking Code” on page 297 of ITAEC.
3. Use the Marking Code to edit the text below.
4. Listen to the mp3 file of this test on ../../assess/week04htm.

5. Put the final version in your portfolio.
this is kjzzs morning edition im dennis rybird all too often we may forget the path a teacher takes before standing in front of a classroom full of children this morning our occasional series “i am your childs teacher” brings us an essay from a teachers professor who talks about what lessons are being lost with test-based curricula my name is kathy nakagawa and im the teacher of “your childs teacher” i am an associate professor of education at arizona state university where i teach a human development course for future teachers we discuss topics such as identity and cognitive development motivation and moral reasoning but i worry will future teachers put into practice anything theyve learned about human development none of these topics is covered on our high-stakes exam aims and content not on the test is often pushed aside in an already time-stressed classroom i tell future teachers to model for their students what one researcher calls “thinking dispositions” these include: broad and adventurous thinking and seeking and evaluating reasons but our current climate of accountability does not encourage that aimless exams leave no room for seeking and evaluating reasons and broad and adventurous thinking is penalized not rewarded in preparation for such tests good teachers do not need a high stakes exam to know how students are doing when my older daughter was in second grade her teacher knew without using tests how well she read that she could add and subtract but had not yet memorized her facts and that she tugged at her hair when uncertain all teachers should know students in these ways but the current climate gives teachers less time to do so i want my students to focus on the accountability that counts in the long run accountability to their students few of us remember how we did on a test but most remember whether a teacher treated us with respect nurtured our ideas and excited us about a topic i hope future teachers realise that the big lesson you teach is measured by how well you treat the children do you get to know your students beyond test scores and do you let them know that learning is much more than the measure of a test human development teaches us that we must be accountable for the kind of adults we nurture our children to be we cannot do otherwise the stakes are simply too high kathy nakagawa is an associate professor at arizona state university you can hear this essay or any of our other “i am your childs teacher” essays at kjzzorg  
