
HAIKU 

Haiku promote brainstorming and collaborative expression, and facilitate 
expression without the burden of sentence structure. Students are encouraged to 
see words and short phrases as self-sufficient, and to play with the sounds of the 
words themselves, while juxtaposing simple concepts. Figure 4 offers some 
student examples from Hadfield & Hadfield (1997):  

FIGURE 4  
Example haikus (Adapted from Hadfield & Hadfield, 1997, p. 17).  

1. 
Summer grasses - 
All that remains 
Of soldier’s visions, 

2. 
Spring: 
A hill without a name 
Veiled in morning mist.  

3. 
Clouds now and then 
Giving men relief 
From moon-viewing.  

4. 
The winds of autumn 
Blow: yet still green 
The chestnut husks.  

5. 
You say one word 
And lips are chilled 
By autumn’s wind.  

6. 
A flash of lightning: 
Into the gloom 
Goes the heron’s cry.  

 

 

As can be seen, the expression is immediate, visual, and profound, and students 
are able to develop confidence and creativity. Vocabulary, spelling and 
dictionary skills can also be focused on, as students search for words describing 
concepts and impressions. 

This form of contemplative poetry is a suitable medium of expression for EFL 
students, since its structure is simple and flexible. The traditional 3 lines and 17 
syllables (5, 7 and 5) can be altered at will (cf. figure 4), to allow the depiction 
of a moment, sensation, or impression of a fact of nature. Haiku often present 
pairs of contrasting images, followed by an observation, thus evoking mood and 
emotion, but leaving commentary to the reader. This snapshot-like perspective 
encourages experimentation and appreciation of the beauty of words and ideas, 
allowing EFL students to make deeply personal statements in the target 
language, unrestricted by syntax and grammar. 
 

 

The following examples come from:  
http://www.tecnet.or.jp/~haiku/ 



 

In the sunny times 

Picking dandelions outside 

I get a bee sting 

 

 

cold winter wind  

through the bare trees  

its whisper 



 

springtime  

smell of the roses  

gentle breeze 

 

Blowing, wind blowing 

Red yellow orange and green leaves 

Fall down in my yard 

 


