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Poetry promotes language acquisition. Through writing simple pattern poems, 
learners can: 

- Play with words and see what fits because the burden of discovering a proper 
format for a poem is removed 

- Create a polished piece of writing in a relatively short period, thereby 
experiencing “instant gratification” 

- Rehearse correct spelling 
- Use familiar vocabulary 
- Discover new vocabulary while using the dictionary or thesaurus to find words 

that serve their ideas 
- Practice specific language structures such as phrases, word order, and verb 

tense 
- Develop confidence in their ability to share ideas in writing 
- Nurture creativity by giving their imaginations free reign 
- Cultivate logical and sequential thinking skills through storytelling 
- Refine summarizing skills 

 
Despite their simple, uncomplicated nature, pattern poems reinforce, and even teach, 
multiple language skills while challenging students to share their vision of the world 
around them in a nonthreatening way. Most patterns can be used with all levels and 
ages of learners.  
 
Some hints: 

- Interactive modelling: (Working on a poem with the teacher) Students learn 
from observation and interaction with others in their immediate environment. 
Students easily learn writing strategies from writing with the teacher. 

- Collaborative groups: Groups collaborate when they work on the same piece 
of writing together (small groups). 

- Cooperative groups: Students help each other with individually written pieces. 
Various types of peer response: brainstorming, structuring poems, responding 
to each other’s drafts. 

- Inductive thinking: structural patterns can be explained to students, or they can 
figure out the patterns themselves (problem-solving). 

- Sensory stimulation: Sensory stimuli (pictures, sounds, video clips, textiles, 
etc.) help the creative process.  



1. Acrostic 
Teaching points: Spelling, Vocabulary, Dictionary usage. 
 
e.g. 
Furry face 
Red hair 
Intelligent eyes 
Ears that hear everything 
Nose that sniffs 
Dog of my dreams 

Funny 
Real 
Interesting 
Enjoyable 
Nice 
Delightful 

Few people are 
Real friends 
In my life. I 
Enjoy seeing true, not 
New friends every 
Day 

 
My acrostic poem 
 

 



2. Adjective poem 
Teaching points: Adjectives, Adjectives after linking verbs, Thesaurus usage. 
 
Six lines develop a series of adjectives to describe a single topic or action. Good 
practice for identifying and creating adjectives. 
e.g. 

Ricky Martin 
Ricky Martin is handsome 

Ricky Martin is handsome, sexy 
Is handsome, sexy, popular 

Handsome, sexy, popular, Latino 
Singer 

Pollution 
Pollution is contaminated 

Pollution is contaminated, foul 
Is contaminated, foul, tainted 

Contaminated, foul, tainted, dirty 
Poison 

Structure: 
Noun 
Fog 

Noun verb adjective 1 
Fog is white 

Noun verb adjective 1, adjective 2 
Fog is white, wet 

Verb adjective 1, adjective 2, adjective 3 
Is white, wet, thick 

Adjective 1, adjective 2, adjective 3. adjective 4 
White, wet, thick, cold 

Noun 
Morning 

My adjective poem 
 

 



3. Adjective placement poem 
Teaching points: Adjectives, Order of adjectives in a noun phrase, Vocabulary 
 

1. determiners 
2. possessive words 
3. ordinal numbers 
4. cardinal numbers 

5. general description 
6. size, height, length 
7. shape 
8. age, temperature 

9. color 
10. origin 
11. nouns as adjectives 
12. head noun 

1     5   6  8   9     10   11   12 
a beautiful big old brown Italian leather sofa 
1    3   4    5     8    11   12 
our first three pleasant warm winter days 
1   5     7   9    10   11    12 
a valuable oval gold French picture frame 

 
Eg: 
We’re taking a trip to Egypt, 
And we’re taking along our favourite things: 
My fun, rectangular, old blue, Japanese Gameboy, 
My big, sharp-beaked, old, singing, white and yellow cockatoo, 
My soft, playful, short, small-eared, female black lab, 
And we’ll have fun! 
 
My Adjective placement poem 
 

 



4. Adverb poem 
Teaching points: Adverb, Dictionary skills, Thesaurus uisage. 
e.g. 

Radio 
Radio plays loudly 

Radio plays loudly, brightly 
Plays loudly, brightly, wildly 

Loudly, brightly, wildly, energetically 
When the music rocks 

Moon 
Moon glows softly 

Moon glows softly, silvery 
Glows softly, silvery, soothingly 

Softly, silvery, soothingly, sleepily 
At night 

 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Noun 
Line 2: Same noun + verb + adverb 1 
Line 3: Same noun + verb + adverb 1, adverb 2 
Line 4: Verb + adverb 1, adverb 2, adverb 3 
Line 5: Adverb 1, adverb 2, adverb 3, adverb 4 
Line 6: Phrase or clause showing condition, time, or place 
 
My Adverb poem 
 

 



5. Alphabet poem 
Teaching points: Letters of the alphabet, Parts of speech, phrases, sentence structure, 
Dictionary usage. 
e.g. “What I did last summer” 
Argued about my haircut 
Baked cookies with mum 
Called my friends twice a day 
Daydreamed a lot 
E-mailed my friends 
Floated on my air-mattress in the pool 
Gave all my old clothes away  
Hiked to the top of the mountain 
Insisted on having my way 
Judged my dad when I had no right 
Knew I was wrong 
Licked ice-cream cones daily 
Made tons of new friends at the lake 

Navigated the internet 
Ordered pizza for the girl I baby-sat  
Pasted pictures in my scrapbook 
Questioned my parents’ rules 
Rested, rested, and rested 
Scratched my mosquito bites 
Told Paul I love him 
Urged my dad to give Paul a chance 
Vowed to be true forever 
Wondered why I was missing school 
X’d boxes on college application 
Yearned for something to do 
Zigzagged around the yard 

 
My Alphabet poem 
 

 



Teaching points: Adverb, Dictionary skills, Thesaurus usage. 
e.g. 

Radio 
Radio plays loudly 

Radio plays loudly, brightly 
Plays loudly, brightly, wildly 

Loudly, brightly, wildly, energetically 
When the music rocks 

Moon 
Moon glows softly 

Moon glows softly, silvery 
Glows softly, silvery, soothingly 

Softly, silvery, soothingly, sleepily 
At night 

 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Noun 
Line 2: Same noun + verb + adverb 1 
Line 3: Same noun + verb + adverb 1, adverb 2 
Line 4: Verb + adverb 1, adverb 2, adverb 3 
Line 5: Adverb 1, adverb 2, adverb 3, adverb 4 
Line 6: Phrase or clause showing condition, time, or place 
 
My Adverb poem 
 

 
 



6. Beginnings and endings poem 
Teaching points: Exclamatory statement, Opposites, Contrast. 
e.g. 
Farewell to overcoats. 
Hello to tennis lessons. 
Farewell to rainy days. 
Hello to sunshine. 
It’s spring, spring, spring. 

Yes to good marks on my homework. 
No to getting into trouble. 
Yes to being on time to class. 
No to making excuses. 
It’s success, success, success!. 

 
Pattern: 
Farewell to ___________. 
Hello to _______________. 
Farewell to ______________. 
Hello to _______________. 
It’s ________, _______, ________. 

Yes to ______________________. 
No to ____________________. 
Yes to _____________________. 
No to __________________. 
It’s _______, __________, _______!. 

Farewe 
 
My Beginnings and endings poem 
 

 
 



8. Cinquain 
Teaching points: Nouns, Adjectives, Participles, Synonyms. 
e.g. 

Dogs 
Furry, cuddly 

Running, playing, barking 
Always loyal and loving 

Friends 

Snow White 
Beautiful, kind 

Singing, dreaming, waiting 
Until her love arrives 

Princess 
 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Noun 
Line 2: Two adjectives 
Line 3: Three present participles 
Line 4: Four-word phrase 
Line 5: Synonym for noun or closely related noun. 
 
My Cinquain 
 

 
 
 



9. “I am” poem 
Teaching points: Sentences, Subordinate clauses, Relative clauses, Metaphors. 
e.g. 
I am a studious girl who loves to read. 
I wonder if I could someday be an 
author, too. 
I hear the voices of characters talking as 
I read. 
I see what they look like and what they 

are doing. 
I want to be able to create my own 

stories and have other people read 
them. 

I am a studious girl who likes to read. 

I understand that I may not be a successful 
writer 

I say that success is in my and I must 
pursue it. 

I dream of the joy my writing could bring 
to others. 

I try to keep reading and writing to learn to 
do both better. 

I hope my dream can come true. 
I am a studious girl who loves to read. 

 
Pattern: 
I am (2 special characteristics). 
I wonder (something you are curious 
about). 
I hear (imaginary sound). 
I see (imaginary sight). 
I want (actual desire). 
I am (first line repeated) 

I understand (something you know is true) 
I say (something you believe in) 
I dream (something you dream about) 
I try (something you make an effort 

about). 
I hope (something you hope for). 
I am (first line repeated) 

 
My “I am” poem 
 

 



10. Phrase poem 
Teaching points: Verb phrases, Verb, noun, and prepositional phrases, Clauses, 
Parallel structure. 
e.g. 
Floating in the air,  
Gliding through the garden, 
Drinking from the flowers, 
Dancing on the leaves, 
Landing on my finger, 
Butterflies are free 

Hot chocolate steaming, 
Rich aroma rising, 
White marshmallows melting,  
Cold hands grasping,  
Big cup waiting, 
Cocoa in winter tastes good. 

 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Specific phrase or clause 
Line 2: Same type of phrase or clause 
Line 3: Same type of phrase or clause 
Line 4: Same type of phrase or clause 
Line 5: : Same type of phrase or clause 
Line 6: Subject of phrases or clauses. 
 
My Phrase poem 
 

 



11. Preposition poem 
Teaching points: Prepositions and prepositional phrases, Sequencing. 
e.g. 
Over the wall, 
Under the plant, 
Onto the stones, 
The grasshopper jumped. 

Between the crowded ticket lines, 
Behind the smelly hot-dog stand, 
Around the circling Ferris wheel, 
Beyond the fortune-teller’s tent, and 
Through the house of mirrors, 
I searched for my brother. 

 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Prepositional phrase 
Line 2: Prepositional phrase 
Line 3: Prepositional phrase 
Line 4: Prepositional phrase 
Line 5: Prepositional phrase 
Line 6: Main clause about an event or object.. 
 
My Phrase poem 
 

 



12. Colour metaphor poem 
Teaching points: Vocabulary associated with colours, Sentences using the verb “to 
be”, metaphors. 
e.g. 
Green is the grass 
That tickles 
My feet 
 
Green are the leaves  
That hold  
The red rose 
 
Green is the skin 
Of a cool, sweet 
Watermelon 
 
Green is money 
To spend on  
Having a good time 

Red is the rose 
That blooms 
All summer long 
 
Ted is a cheek 
Blushing from  
The wind 
 
Red is the blood 
Running through  
our veins 
 
Red is a valentine 
Sending thoughts  
Of love 

 
Pattern: (4 times) 
Line 1: Colour name is (noun) 
Line 2: Beginning of a phrase describing noun 
Line 3: End of a phrase describing noun 
 
My Colour metaphor poem 
 

 



13. Contrast poem 
Teaching points: Simple and compound sentence structure; Linking verbs followed 
by adjectives; 
Verbs in the negative form; The conjunction “but”. 
e.g. 
A dog is friendly. 
A dog is intelligent. 
A dog is loyal. 
But a dog isn’t human. 
 
Flowers smell good. 
Candy smells sweet. 
Lemons smell fresh. 
But none smells like feet! 

Babies look cute. 
Babies look sweet 
Babies look funny 
But they don’t look mean. 

 
Pattern: 
Line 1: Subject, linking verb, adjective 
Line 2: Subject, linking verb, adjective 
Line 3: Subject, linking verb, adjective 
Line 4: But Subject, (negative) linking verb, adjective  
 
My Contrast poem 
 

 



14. Days-of-the-week poem 
Teaching points: Punctuation and capitalization of proper nouns; Days of the week 
(sequence and spelling); Paragraphing concepts: unity and coherence; Sensory verbs.. 
e.g. 
At the beach 
On Monday I saw the ocean. 
On Tuesday I touched the sand. 
On Wednesday I heard the waves. 
On Thursday I tasted the salt in the 
air. 
On Friday I smelled the moist sea 
breeze. 
On Saturday I felt the cool blue water. 
On Sunday I heard the seagulls. 

At the beach 
On Monday we saw our best friends. 
On Tuesday we smelled the food in the 
cafeteria.. 
On Wednesday we heard the teacher’s voice. 
On Thursday we tasted a big pepperoni pizza. 
On Friday we went to assembly. 
On Saturday we slept until 9 o’clock. 
On Sunday we did our homework. 

 
Pattern: 
On Monday I saw ______________. 
On Tuesday I touched _________________. 
On Wednesday I heard _________________. 
On Thursday I tasted ___________________. 
On Friday I smelled _________________. 
On Saturday I (sensory verb) _______________. 
On Sunday I (sensory verb) ______________. 
 
My Days-of-the-week poem 
 

 



15. Diamante poem 
Teaching points: Synonyms and antonyms (use of a thesaurus); Adjectives; 
Participles; Thesis-antithesis. 
e.g. 

Black 
Dark, scary 

Hiding, shading, closing 
Witches, night – angels, day 

Shining, brightening, opening 
Light, happy 

White 

Love 
Happy, sweet 

Energizing, satisfying, sacrificing 
Flame, admiration – hostility, iciness 

Draining, loathing, self-serving 
Violent, sad 

Hate. 
 
Pattern: 
Line 1: One noun 
Line 2: Two adjectives related to the first noun 
Line 3: Three participles (-ing, -ed) related to the first noun 
Line 4: Four nouns, two related to the first noun, and two related to the one at the end 
Line 5: Three participles (-ing, -ed) related to the last noun 
Line 6: one noun (antithesis or metamorphosis of the first noun) 
 
My Diamante poem 
 

 


