
 You use flashcards to help your learners understand new language
and give the them interesting and challenging speaking practice.

  Things we count and don’t count. See ‘Resources’ below.

 Elementary

 Flashcards:

—things we count (countables): apples, pens, eggs, etc.
—things we don’t count (uncountables): rice, sugar, tea, etc.
—things in containers (countable): a packet of crisps, a jar of

coffee, etc.
—quantities of things (countable): a kilo of flour, a litre of milk, etc.
—a person with a shopping bag.

A piece of string and some clothes pegs.

The cards should be large enough for the whole class to see. You
will need enough so that half the class have at least three or four
cards for stage 6. The flashcards can be a mixture of pictures cut
from magazines or newspapers and simple hand-drawn images.
They can be reused.

 Prepare the flashcards as described above.

Before the lesson, attach the string like a clothes line horizontally
across the board using a drawing pin at each end.

  40 minutes

Lesson 1 Show the flashcard of the person. Introduce him or her to the class,
for example, ‘This is Chen.’ Tell them that he is going into town to
do some shopping. Say, ‘He wants to buy …’ and hold up a
flashcard of a countable item, for example, ‘a pen’. Ask the class
what is on the card and say the sample sentence, ‘He wants to buy a
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pen.’ Ask the class to repeat it. Do the same thing with ‘apples’, then
things in containers, quantities of things, something we don’t
count, for example:

He wants to buy a jar of coffee, a kilogram of flour, some tea, etc.

2 Keep showing new cards and eliciting new sentences. Reshow cards
occasionally to revise answers. After a while you’ll need to say much
less yourself – aim to get to the point where you can show a card
and the class will correctly say the sentence themselves.

3 Use your clothes line and pegs to hang the first card on the board.
Hang countables on the left and uncountables on the right.

Elicit and then write the name of the item under it. Ask the class if
they can remember how much Chen wanted. Write this amount on
the board below the item. Continue hanging more cards in the
same way.

4 Show the rest of the cards more quickly, one by one, asking the
class to decide which side of the board they should go on, and peg
them up.

5 Divide the class into two halves – one half of shop assistants and
the other of shoppers. Tell the shoppers to write a shopping list
(name and quantity) using only items that were on the flashcards.
Distribute the flashcards randomly among the shop assistants.

6 Tell the shoppers they can now go shopping. They stand up with
their shopping list and go to a ‘shop’, where they ask for items on
their lists, for example, ‘Could I have some tea, a litre of milk, three
apples?’. If the shop assistant has a flashcard with the requested
item, the shopper can cross that item off their list. After ‘shopping’
at one ‘store’ they can then move on and meet someone else. Allow
enough time for learners to go to a few shops. At the end find out if
anyone has managed to find everything on their shopping list. The
class could then play the game again, swapping the two roles.
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