Teaching English Prose Composition


Week 01 – Lesson plan
High School English, Unit 2: Western Names

Aims: 
To supplement and review the textbook with integrated activities.


To promote interaction on the topic Western Names.

To promote student-centered learning


To promote confidence and motivation

Methods:
Groupwork



Peer-dictation



Peer error-correction



Discovery learning

Materials:
Can I have your number?


Origins of Western Names – Pre-reading activity



While Reading activity



Post-reading activity



Class activity ; Business Cards

Lesson:

1. Can I have your number?
Students ask each other for their personal details. This activity includes NAMES, in addition to other factors (email address, home address). This is an ice-breaker, and encourages students to get to know each other and to interact in a whole-class situation.

The language practiced in this activity is that of basic WH questions (What’s your name? What’s your email address? Where do you live?). The teacher can model these forms before the lesson, or during the lesson, as he/she interacts with the students (It is good if the teacher also performs this activity).

2. Origins of Western Names – Pre-reading activity
The pre-reading activity presents some popular Western names, and invites students to guess which names are the most popular. There is room for discussion (agreement, disagreement) here.

3. While Reading activity
This activity uses the text from the textbook, and presents it as a piece of peer-dictation. Students dictate the text to each other, and make use of classroom language (What did you say? How do you spell it? What does it mean? One more time please). In this way, they are reconstructing the text, and becoming more familiar with it.

When they have finished this activity, students have read, listened to, and written down the text. It now has meaning for them, as something which they have constructed and talked about themselves. They have discovered meaning together, instead of being told by the teacher.

4. Post-reading activity
Crosswords are a good way of reviewing vocabulary. Students have studied the text, and now they are invited to explain the new vocabulary to each other. This is an authentic comprehension activity. If students know the meanings, they can do the crossword. IF they don’t know the meanings, they have to discover them, before they can complete the activity.

5. Class activity ; Business Cards
This is a discussion activity based on the topic of the lesson. Students ask each other about their business cards, and then change partners, taking the new card with them, and assuming a new identity.

Comments.
In this lesson, students are being introduced to interaction, group work, and integrated activities. The process of being able to talk to classmates, working with them in groups, and making suggestions to each other (peer-correction) is very important, and it takes times to get it moving smoothly. Once students are happy to work together, and are confident and motivated, then learning will take place efficiently and effectively.
