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Have you ever wondered about Western names? You must have noticed that Westerners put the given name first and the family name last. In the West, the first name refers to the individual and the last name refers to the family. There are other differences from our system, too. For one, some of them have two given names, so they have a first name, a middle name, and a last name. These people often use an initial for either the first or the middle name, such as in “H. Douglas Brown” or “John F. Kennedy”. Some people also use their father’s or grandfather’s full name with a title at the end, such as in “George Baker, Jr.” or “John Smith III”. Sibling’s names do not share any common syllables, the way Koreans do, as in “Minsu” and “Jinsu”.

The three-name system common in Western countries today is not an ancient custom. A long time ago, most people lived and died in villages where they were born, and these villages were quite small. They only needed one given name, because there was only one John or one Mary. As towns grew and many Johns and Marys appeared, however, they needed a way to distinguish between people. That is how surnames came about.

